
 
PRESS COVERAGE, TASK FORCE HEARING OF July 10, 2012 

Mendham hearing to focus on prescription pills as 'gateway' to heroin, Daily Record - Gannett 
distribution, (07/06/2012) 
The use of prescription pills among adolescents and teenagers has reached epidemic proportions in New 
Jersey and has led to increased heroin addiction, one expert said. And on Tuesday, a special state task 
force will address the issue at a hearing at Daytop New Jersey, a drug treatment center for adolescents, 
in Mendham.  Frank Greenagel, a recovery counselor and Rutgers University professor, serves as task 
force chairman and said he was “extremely pleased” with the first hearing. He said the rise in heroin 
addiction is directly tied to the number of painkillers readily available by legal means and on the black 
market.” 
 

Tales of addiciton, lessons for the state, NJ.com, (07/09/2012) 
Statistics can tell you a lot. Real people can often tell you more. That's what the GCADA's Task Force on 
Heroin and Other Opiate Use is finding as it holds public hearings throughout the state, the next is 
tomorrow at the Daytop New Jersey in Mendham. There, the task force and interested members of the 
public will hear from a Spring Lake woman who will share her experiences as the mother of an opiate-
addicted 19-year-old son. "It's anecdotal, but one of the things we've found is that we learn a lot from 
individuals' experience that sometimes can't be quantified, but point to the systemic type of barriers in 
place," said John L. Hulick, the council's executive director.  
 

Task force targets opiate abuse, Daily Record, (07/10/2012) 
Abby Boxman, held up her son. Justin's, photo for all to see as she spoke before a task force created to 
address a growing threat, to which Justin has been just one of many victims. Boxman, whose son died on 
July 13, was one of five witnesses to speak before the task force, “I’m doing this for him,” she said. 
“There has to be a way for us to put an end to this.” 
 

Mom: Nightmare came true when I lost son to heroin, NJ.com, (07/11/2012) 
There must be a way to stop opiate abuse, the mother of a 21-year-old who fatally overdosed on heroin 
said at a hearing Daytop New Jersey Tuesday, according to a DailyRecord.com report.  In tears, the 
mother told the Governor's Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Task Force on Heroin and Other 
Opiate Use her “worst nightmare” came true when she lost her son, according to the report. 
 

Ex-Heroin Addict Tells Task Force: I Was Killing Myself (Part 1 of 5), The Patch, (07/11/2012) 
One mother had lost her son, another was trying to save hers. Their stories sparked obvious emotion in 
the members of the task force, many of whom have had their own journey through addiction, lost a 
loved one to addiction, work helping those with addiction or some combination of all three. 
 
 
 

http://www.dailyrecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2012307050019&nclick_check=1
http://www.dailyrecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2012307050019&nclick_check=1
http://www.nj.com/morris/index.ssf/2012/07/tuesday_tales_of_addiciton_les.html
http://www.dailyrecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2012307100042
http://www.nj.com/morris/index.ssf/2012/07/mom_nightmare_came_true_when_i.html
http://madison.patch.com/articles/emotional-day-at-drug-hearing-in-mendham#photo-10627552


 

Stigma Added Hurdle for Parents of Addicted Kids (Part 2 of 5), The Patch, (07/12/2012) 
John and Linda testified to the Task Force on Heroin and Other Opiate Use Amongst New Jersey's Youth 
and Young Adults with details of their plight, and the hope that their experience could help make a 
change statewide. 
 

Mother Says Son's Overdose Part of Epidemic (Part 3 of 5), The Patch, (07/13/2012) 
Abby Boxman sat with a framed photo of her son in her hand. A son she lost to an overdose a little less 
than a year ago. The Monmouth mother was at the Daytop Prep School in Mendham Tuesday to share 
her story with the Task Force on Heroin and Other Opiate Use Amongst New Jersey's Youth and Young 
Adults. A story, she hoped would save other mothers from the pain she feels. 
 

N.J. Prosecutor: Drugs Are Only a Text Away (Part 4 of 5), The Patch, (07/16/2012) 
According to Hunterdon County Prosecutor Anthony Kearns III, a community doesn't need a main street 
to have a drug problem, nor does it need an urban center to have gang activity. "We are one hour from 
New York City, one hour from Philadelphia and 15 minutes from Trenton," Kearns said. "Route 78 runs 
right through Hunterdon County." This, according to Kearns, provides easy access to drugs that Kearns 
says are being sold by gangs out their cars.  
 

Ex-Addict: You Can Live a Productive Life (Part 5 of 5), The Patch, (07/17/2012) 
The system worked for Shannon, who was able to get his life back on track. But if the current conditions 
were in place back when Shannon was addicted, his life may have turned out very differently. “Part of 
my process now is to reach out to people,” Shannon said. “I have been doing this for 17 years and over 
the last ten, conditions have gotten tougher. I have brought people to the hospital only to have them 
released a few hours later.” 
 

New Painkiller Gains In Popularity Among NJ Drug Abusers [AUDIO], NJ101.5, (07/12/2012) 
A growing number of prescription drug abusers in Jersey are turning to a new painkiller – Opana – to 
feed their addiction instead of OxyContin. 
 

Christie Signs Bill to Expand 'Drug Court', The Patch, (07/21/2012) 
Gov. Chris Christie continued his push this week to change how the state treats drug-addicted offenders 
by signing into law a piece of bipartisan legislation to put in place a statewide, mandatory drug court 
program. The governor has taken an aggressive stance on reevaluating drug policy and this legislation is 
the latest in a series of initiatives laid out by Christie in his January State of the State address. The 
Governor's Council on Alcoholism formed in April the Drug Abuse Task Force on Heroin and Other 
Opiate Use Amongst New Jersey's Youth and Young Adults. This month, they held a hearing at the 
Daytop School in Mendham. 
 

GCADA Facebook page photo album of the July 10, 2012 Task Force hearing 
Photographs of the Task Force hearing and relevant news coverage and resources can be found at the 
Council’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/gcada.newjersey.  
 

Additional coverage of the May 29, 2012 hearing: 
 

Opiate task force convened to stem 'epidemic' levels of Rx drug misuse, Perspectives, (06/2012) 
Misuse of prescription drugs in the last decade - mainly opiate painkillers - has become so widespread 
and has caused so many deaths that the Centers on Disease Control and Prevention regards it as an 
epidemic.  New Jersey is by no means immune to the problem and in response has formed the Task 
Force on Heroin and other Opiate Use. 
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